- We all depend on our forests

“.cially in forestry programs is'the oppo- | N

front page squabbles and gridlock

between the so called “hikers and log-
gers” is overshadowing our shared inter-
est in the health, productivity, and sus-
tainability of our forests.

A recent bill introduced to Cong—ress

proposing 48,000 additional acres of fed-
eral wilderness in Vermont has reignited

the quar-
Commentary
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- Don Del-layes

Iam deéply concerned that today’s

use of
our pub-
lic land.
Whlle the stage for this controversy 15

" Vermont, this type of battle is national in -

scope.
.Such debates about the natlonal forest
certainly have their place. However, the
people who are knowledgeable and care
-about forests are on both sides of the
debate — pitted against each other on
" the front pages. Our forests have become
just another pawn in a game of partisan -
polities. =~
‘What's lost-in all the squabbling is that
forests significantly shape all of our lives,

whether we hve in urban or rural commu--

nities.

Forests help define the dlSUnctlveness :

of our landscape and ¢contribute to our
quality of life and our nation’s competi-
tive position in an increasingly complex
global marketplace: The forest cannot
be viewed as only one thing or another,
as serving only one set of values. Our
broadest understanding of and best sci-
ence about forests show that the lives
and livelihood of all of us depend on
forests.

While the debates rage onward, public
and private forests are threatened by
sprawling development, climate change,
air pollution, invasive species, and, per-
haps more importantly, by government
disinvestment in education and research
aboui forest ecosystems atid their man- :
agement.

Yet the groups that truly care about -
forests are battling each other.

Whom is the public to believe or trust
for information and advice? Why would

_ the best
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younyg peceple want to enter this tumul-
tuous fieldr We all will benefit, ‘as would

our forests, by working together to inform

neighbors and community leaders about
the benefits and values our forests pro-.
vide.

A few brief examples

@ NewYork City's need for clean water
was met through thoughtful forest conser-
vation in Catskill Mountain watersheds
rather than building new filtration plants,
saving billions of dollars and providing
naturally cléan water to the city.

M Forest trees and soils consume car-
bon dioxide and are estimnated to store
more carbon than is in the atmnosphere,
thereby slowing the rate of climate warm-

ll'lg
B Forests prowde more than a quarter

- of all medicines, including the recently.

discovered compound Taxol from yew
trees used 1o fight cancers, heart disease,
and AIDS.

B Forests provide stormwater and ero--
sion control at little or no cost; when fire
damaged the
forests of San

Healthy and productive forests are.

site. :
National enrollment data complled at::
Utah State University has confirmed sig-~
nificantly declining undergraduate
enrollments in natural resources and
environmental fields at many universi-
ties. At the same time, a Tecent report of -
the National Research Council has doc- -

" umented dwindling forest research

capacity in our agencies and universi-

" ties.

Instead of battlmg for limited self inter-

 ests, we need to join together to support

the roles, values, and potential for forests
to serve the greater good.. - -
Looking to the future, the natural -

.resources deans of the 6 universities in

the National Association of University
Forest Resources Progrars have come '
together to put forward a new vision for
America’s forests,

Importantly, these programs extend
from the Deep South and Southwest to
the Pacific Northwest and northern
New England
our diversity is a

Diego, the cost of
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‘an important foundation for
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rimoff was tallied

" at’$25 million.

Our forests

support industries that employ mllhons of

citizens and provide products that posi-
tively impact our lives. Healthy forests
enhance property values and provide
habitat that sustain fish anc[ wildlife that
entich our lives, -

Forests provide solutions to environ-
mental and societal challenges. Healthy
forests stabilize soils, ] ‘protect ‘headwatérs
and aquifers, and harbor biodiversity nec-
essary to sustain life. Forests provide
beauty, purify our air, and minimize tem-
perature extremes, Ultimately, healthy
and productive forests are an important
foundation for human health and pros-
perity. '

While enrollment is growing in the
University of Vermont’s Rubenstein
School of Environment and Natural
Resources, the national trend, espe-

* human health and prosperity.

- forest policy:
nationally. Yet
we were able to :

find comron ground and establisha *

joint commitment to promotmg shared

values, applying the best science, and 2

advancing stewardship (o create 1ast1ng
forests.

Our shared statement, “Forests for A
Richer Future,” is being delivered to

" members of Congress and other leaders

across the nation. Our collective vision

. speaks with one voice in saying: We all

benefit from an investment in our
forests — hecause we all share a future

~ dependent upon the sermces forests

provide. -
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